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FETP: 1994-2017 | FSPPM: 2017 → FUV

§ Major milestones
§ 1988: Vietnam Program at Harvard University

§ 1995: Normalization between US and Vietnam

FETP was established with the mission to 
support and promote economic reforms in 

Vietnam towards the market economy

§ Relationship with Harvard
§ Managed by Harvard Kennedy School until 2017



2013: The Fulbright University Vietnam project was mentioned in the 
Joint Statement of President Truong Tan Sang and President Obama



2015: FUV received “investment 
license” in Saigon Hi-tech Park



2016: Fulbright University 
Vietnam was officially 

established on May 16, 2016



"We’re very excited 
that…the new 
Fulbright University 
Vietnam will open in 
Ho Chi Minh City —
this nation’s first 
independent, non-
profit university —
where there will be 
full academic freedom 
and scholarships for 
those in need."
— President Barack 
Obama, Hanoi, May 
24, 2016



2017: FUV was granted 
an operating license on 

June 2, 2017



Fulbright highlighted by President Truong Tan Sang 
and President Barack Obama.

2013

The US Congress allocates funding to create an 
American-style university in Vietnam

2014

The Ho Chi Minh City government grants 15 
hectares of land in the Saigon High-Tech Park in 
District.

2015

The Vietnamese government grants Fulbright its 
establishment license

2016

The Vietnamese government grants Fulbright its 
operating license

2017

Fulbright Undergraduate Program 2013 - 2017



LEARNING HOW 
TO LEARN.

The first co-hort of the Undergraduate (UG) Program
was recruited in May 2018 for the Co-Design Year
2018-2019, inclusive of 54 Co-Designers and
17 founding faculty, administrations and staff.



2019-2020

113 total enrollment
14 founding faculty

2020-2021

283 total enrollment
17 full-time and 
~20 adjunct/visiting 
faculty

2021-2022

508 total enrollment
19 full-time and ~35 
adjunct/visiting 
faculty

2022-2023

Expected 750 
total enrollment
~35 full-time faculty 
and some visiting 
faculty

THE FIRST FOUR ACADEMIC YEARS

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM



• Will be the top choice for students in Vietnam and across Asia 
in 25 years. 

• Students will engage in research, internships and student 
organizations in Vietnam and across the globe and pursue 
opportunities in the world’s best companies and graduate 
programs.

• Will improve Vietnamese higher education by increasingly 
integrating student-centered pedagogy and liberal arts 
approaches.

OUR VISION



• Bachelor of  Arts and Letters (B.A.)

• Bachelor of  Science (B.S.)

• Bachelor of  Engineering (B.E. - tentative)

Core 
Value

Independence

Adaptive

Global

Student 
Centered

Inclusive

Future 
Focused

OUR DEGREES



Fulbright University Vietnam

LIBERAL ART UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM CURRICULUM

Bridge Program Core & Exploratory Majors Experiential 

Learning

Capstone Project 
(optional)

Click to add text



YEAR 1&2 YEARS 3 & 4

• Fulbright Seminars 
(optional)
• Major Courses
• Internship/ Service 
Opportunities
• Exchange and Study 
Aboard
• Capstone Project 
(optional)

BEFORE 
YEAR 1

STUDENT

PATHWAY
•Core Courses
•Exploratory Courses
•Fulbright Seminars 
(optional)

Optional Bridge 

Program

Propose 

Major Plan

IMPACT

Graduate

Complete Major 

with CapstoneAcquire Foundational 

Competencies

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM



BRIDGE PROGRAM

For those seeking added language and learning

support prior to starting the undergraduate

program, Fulbright has a seven-week Bridge

Program that runs the summer prior to the start

of classes. For those of you who participate, you

will work with our outstanding faculty and staff to

prepare for the start of your first-year academic

experience.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM



Following the American tradition, students 
begin their studies at Fulbright by building 
a breadth of  knowledge and skills through 
a set of  core courses of  the liberal arts 
and science.

CORE COURSES
• Global Humanities and Social Change

• Modern Vietnamese Culture & Society

• Quantitative Reasoning for a Digital Age

• Scientific Inquiry

• Design and Systems Thinking

EXPLORATORY COURSES
Exploratory courses encourage students to step out of  their 
comfort zone by learning new forms of  knowledge about 
the wider world and find out where their interests and 
passions lie. Students can choose from these categories:
• Arts and Humanities
• Social Sciences
• Sciences and Engineering
• Mathematics and Computing

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMUNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM



ART AND MEDIA 
STUDIES

COMPUTER SCIENCE

ECONOMICS

ENGINEERING
(potential)

PYSCHOLOGY

SOCIAL STUDIES1

2

3

4

9
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11 MAJORS & 
POTENTIAL 
MAJORS

HISTORY

INTEGRATED 
SCIENCE

LITERATURE

5

6

7

MATHEMATICS
(potential)

8 VIETNAM STUDIES



EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

All students are required to complete some

experiential learning (EL) credits. Students can

choose to complete their EL on or off campus

depending on the activity. Supporting their EL, all

students take a one-semester, 90-minute per week

corresponding class. The EL can fall in one of

the following categories: Internship, Service

Learning, or Guided Independent Research.



Liberal Education. Fulbright’s undergraduate 

program is based on the American tradition of  

the liberal arts and sciences. Exploring across a 

range of  disciplines, all students develop 

foundational knowledge and skills for a lifetime 

of  learning, professional success, and civic 

engagement. Students concentrate their studies 

in a major topic of  significant depth and 

interest, culminating in a final Capstone Project. 

Moreover, Fulbright’s curriculum transcends 

singular disciplines and provides students with 

transdisciplinary learning opportunities.

CAPSTONE
PROJECT (optional)

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM



• Signature interdisciplinary Core courses
• All courses were designed with student centered – active 

learning approach
• A range of  courses focusing on Vietnam: Arts, Social sciences, 

History… Some are co-designed and co-taught by faculty of  
FUV and Princeton/Dartmouth/Utah

• NASPAA accredited master program in Public Policy and 
Management with strong relation to Vietnamese policy makers

• Started the accreditation process with NECHE

What we have built



• Partnership for student/faculty exchange
• Research partners: Vietnam studies (Arts, Humanities, Social 

Sciences, Economics), Sustainable solutions for Mekong-Delta 
region

• Support for library resources (electronic database, books 
donation)

• Visiting faculty as collaborators and advisors

What we are looking for











• A foundational education in the liberal arts and sciences 
that leads to specialized study through a major.

• Focused exploration of  important questions, using well-
honed methods of  thinking across disciplines to address 
complex twenty-first-century challenges.

• An emphasis on local challenges and opportunities for 
the development of  Vietnam in a global context.

LEARNING OUTCOMES - KNOWLEDGE



Innovative and Creative Thinking
• Synthesize existing ideas and expertise in original ways, characterized by a high degree of  

innovation and creativity.

Analytical Reasoning
• Explore issues and ideas through careful analysis of  evidence, resulting in informed 

conclusions and judgments.

Critical Thinking
• Comprehensively explore and assess ideas to formulate sound conclusions and new questions.

Effective Communication
• Clearly and intentionally convey information to increase knowledge, foster broader 

understanding, and inspire change in listeners.

LEARNING OUTCOMES - SKILLS



Civic Engagement
• Make a difference in the civic life of  our communities through activities informed by 

personal and public concerns.

Lifelong Learning
• Develop questions and skills for purposeful and continuous learning, with the aim of  

enhancing knowledge.

Ethical Reasoning
• Shape inquiries about human conduct through assessment of  personal values and social and 

cultural contexts.

Collaboration
• Demonstrate effective approaches and attitudes to working successfully as part of  a team.

LEARNING OUTCOMES - MINDSETS






















